THE BYZANTINE CHURCH	97
There had long been close connexion between Egypt and
Rome: the Church of Alexandria had been founded, tradi-
tion said, by^Mark, the disciple of Peter.   It was at Rome
that Athanasius had sought a refuge from persecution.   It
was thus natural that Pope Celestine should trust the ortho-
doxy and the energy of Cyril.   The Council of Ephesus,
summoned by Nestorius and by his protector the Emperor
Theodosius II to judge Cyril, witnessed the triumph of the
Egyptian and the decisive and final defeat of the 'Byzantine'.
The assembly met 'in the church called Mary'—it was a
symbol and a prophecy.  And yet the result of the Council
could not be easily foreseen.   Cyril, in the eyes of many
moderates, had gone too far in his attack upon Nestorius and
his 'dyophysitism'.   In his 'anathemas' he had made use of
expressions which bordered on the left-wing heresy of the
Single Nature in the Incarnate Christ—Monophysitism.
But he manoeuvred with supreme skill. Even at the Council
of Ephesus itself he carried through—with the complicity of
the Roman legates—a coup d'egUse by opening the proceed-
ings before the arrival of the Eastern bishops who were
favourable to his adversary whose condemnation he forced
through without a moment's delay.  Later every expedient
was employed to influence the Court at Constantinople,
particularly baksheesh.  Cyril's 'benedictions' took the form
of ivory tables, costly carpets,  even ostriches, and thus
gained for his theology the support of high officials and their
wives. And at last when everyone including the Emperor had
sacrificed the embarrassing and compromising Nestorius,
Cyril made the necessary concessions to the theology of
Antioch, spoke as did the Antiochene theologians of the
Divinity which dwelt in the Christ as in a 'temple', and
admitted that there had been 'a union of two natures'. The
more  fanatical   of his  partisans   doubtless   regretted  the
moderation of their great leader, but Mgr. Duchesne con-
cludes that 'the Pharaoh had become a Saint'.
We have told the story of this first act at some length,
because it both sets forth, as is fitting, the theme of the
tragedy and is the prologue in which the characters are intro-
duced. These, it is true, will at times change their names,
will play different parts, but the rivalry between Alexandria
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